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carcass of the panther. With this thought sinking
into his mind, the headman reached home. His
mother blamed him for having gone out in the
sun. " Even on a festival day you sit in the
chavadi. You take your oil-bath after midday,
and because a panther dies, you go in procession
in the sun. Should you not know better ? Could
you not have sent your son to represent you?" The
headman replied : " You are vexed because your
son went out in the heat of midday. If I did not go
but sent my son, your daughter-in-law would find
fault with me. What should I say to her ?"
Ugrappa then lay down a little. Within a
few minutes the priest Shama Bhatta came along
to see Ugrappa. Ugrappa got up and had a plank
plac'ed for the priest and sat with him. "Well,
Ugrappa," said the priest, " you seem to be very
tired.77 Ugrappa was very tired, but was not
prepared to say so. " Well," he said, " not very
tired. What brought you here now ? They have
arranged for the reading in the -evening, haven't
they?" The reading in the evening was the
reading of the calendar for the year according to
custom. The priest had not come to speak about
that, but about something else, 'Seeing, however,
how tired Ugrappa was, he did qot talk of his
business. He told him, instead, the story of